Macbeth – Act 3 Questions

Act 3, scene 1

1. Explain the metaphor: “Upon my head they plac’d a fruitless crown, / And put a barren sceptre in my gripe” (3.1.61-62).

2. How is the planning of this murder different from the planning of Duncan’s murder?  Provide specific examples.

Act 3, scene 2
1. What is happening to both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth when they try to sleep?  What does this reveal to us?

2. What does Macbeth mean when he says, “make our faces vizards to our hearts, / Disguising what they are” (3.2.34-35)?  Who has said something similar to this earlier in the play?

3. Who is planning the murder of Banquo?
Act 3, scene 3
1.  What indicates a change of plans at the beginning of this scene? 
2. Who is riding on horses? 
Act 3, scene 4

1. Macbeth says that because Fleance is still alive he is “cabin’d, cribb’d, confin’d, bound / To saucy doubts and fears” (3.4.24-25).  Explain what he is saying.

2. Who does Macbeth see sitting in his chair at the table?

3. Who is witnessing Macbeth’s strange behaviour?  What might this indicate to them?

4. What does Macbeth mean when he says, “We are yet but young in deed” (3.4.144)?

